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Preparing the way for the LORD since 1999!

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let
us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us.”" (Heb 12:1, NIV)

Do you know what your God given assignment
is? Jesus said: "Go into all the World and preach the
good news to everyone." (Mk 6:15, NLT) Yes, that's
our assignment, to go to all the nations and share the
simple message, that there is a God who loves you
and wants to have a relationship with you.

God has a marked-out journey for all of us ... a race
we are called to run. But we have a choice to either
get in the race or opt out. | (Kathryn) almost missed
out on God's adventurous journey for my life,
because of a crippling fear of traveling by air.

What is hindering you from the race marked out for
your life? Fear of the unknown? Insecurities? Pride?

Take it from me, or better yet, from the Word of God,
that you can fully trust the One who died for you! You
can trust His leadership over your life. He created
you! He’s not just a shepherd, He is the Good
Shepherd! He knows what He's doing! But He needs
your willingness, your cooperation, your complete
surrender, for you to finish this race well!

It was the kindness and gentleness of the LORD who
met me where | was. He delivered me and "set me
free from all my fears." (Ps 34:4)

One day | received a vision from the Lord. | was not
sleeping, but my eyes were closed. | was standing in
a doorway looking out into a courtyard surrounded by
a white stone wall with rose vines hanging over the
sides. The Lord spoke to my heart, "Kathy, come and
smell the roses.”
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| knew it was Israel! Instantly my heart changed with
an intense desire to go there.

Our first overseas mission trip was Israel in 1999. It
would prove to be a prophetic act in our assignment
to take the Gospel to every nation. God says in
Ezekial 5:5, that He has set Jerusalem in the center
of the nations. So, it made sense that this would be
the first of what has become our ministry to 134
nations, so far!

Yes, | went and | smelled the roses. That was just the
beginning of multiple adventures the Lord has
brought us on.

What are you waiting for? What is holding you back
from the God given assignment for you? Don't let
anything hinder you from the race marked out for
you. Never forget: It's worth it serving JESUS!

“Do Your Best to Come
To Me Quickly”

These are among the final words written by Paul the
Apostle. Paul knew that his assignment on earth was
coming to a close, so he writes this, his final letter, to
Timothy, his “son in the faith.”

During Paul’'s previous visit to Rome, he had been
under house arrest, awaiting an audience with
Emperor Nero (Acts 28). Following his release in AD
62 he traveled on his fourth missionary journey,
during which time he wrote the Pastoral Letters of 1
Timothy and Titus. But now, times are much different.
Persecution against Christians has intensified, and
Paul is in a cold dungeon, chained like a criminal.

“At my first defense, no one came to my support, but
everyone deserted me ... But the Lord stood at my
side and gave me strength.” (2 Tim 4:16-17, NIV)

Paul is sharing a deep pain that was the result of
human loneliness. In our 35 years of full-time ministry
(20 of which have been overseas), we have seen
how missionaries struggle with, among other things,
loneliness. Living cross-culturally is exciting at times,
but also taxing both physically and emotionally.

While living in communist China 20 years ago,
Kathryn and | experienced a season of severe
pressure and loneliness. Like Paul, we despaired of
life itself. (2 Cor 1:8) It was while we were in this pit
of discouragement that we met a couple whose

2

"l refuse to be ashamed of the wonderful message of God’s liberating power unleashed in us through Christ!
For | am thrilled to preach that everyone who believes is saved.” — Romans 1:16 (TPT)



ministry it is to counsel missionaries. With
compassion they listened, counseled, and pointed us
on a path towards healing and finishing our
assignment in China with Victory! Their counsel has
stayed with us these past 20 years!

This is why we are so excited to share with you that
we have enrolled in the Youth With a Mission
(YWAM) Member Care Foundations Course. It
involves three months of intensive training (February
— May) with onsite module teaching at YWAM bases
in Heidebeek, Netherlands (photo below); Herrnhut,
Germany; and Glasgow, Scotland.

We are being equipped with valuable tools to help us
bring compassion, healing and restoration to other
missionaries around the world! The training is a lot of
information to consume, but we know that from our
own experience, it's worth it!

Jesus Loves Africa!

One of the reasons
Kathryn’s mother didn’t
want us to get married 43
years ago, was her fear that
we would be missionaries to
Africa. She knew that we
were sold-out for Jesus and
were willing to follow Him to
the ends of the earth. Well,
she was right! Since then,
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minister, so far, in 21
African nations!

It is a continent made up of 54 nations, 1.5 billion
people, from over 3,000 different ethnic groups!

We are excited to be making several trips into Africa
this year! In April we’ll be teaching at YWAM bases
in Burundi and Zambia!

Burundi is a small country (the size of Hawaii) with
a population of 14 million, but it is strategically
situated in the heart of Africa. The current stability of
the nation is threatened by rebel groups operating
across the border in the DRC, causing a massive
influx of refugees. Also, ethnic violence in the 1990s
caused the deaths of over 300,000 people.
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on the important topics of: dating, courtship,
marriage, and parenting. Because most African
churches have failed to teach on these important
topics from a Biblical worldview, sexual immorality
and broken families are the result. Pray!

Then we will fly to Lusaka, the capitol of Zambia.
Although most of the 22 million Zambians identify as
being Christian, few are trained in the Word of God
and live a life of victory. Carnality, superstitions and
occult practices
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transformational power of Jesus and be discipled.
This is why we are coming! We will be teaching at
YWAM Lusaka on the topics of: Biblical Leadership,
Making Jesus LORD, and The Father Heart of God.
We will also be hosting a Marriage Seminar for the
community. Whew! Busy, but exciting! The need in
Africa is so great!

Partnershin is the Key

We thank God for our partners and pray for them
every day! Because it is through their faithful giving
that we are able to “run the race” and take the Gospel
around the world. In this newsletter you read about
two exciting Kingdom-Building opportunities. The
YWAM Member Care training will enable us to help
missionaries run the race and finish well. The total
cost is about $2,000. Our flights in April from
Germany to Burundi and Zambia will cost about
$4,000. If you would like to help with a special gift to
cover the expenses, we would greatly appreciate it!

Also, we are believing God for 20 new monthly
partners to help us take the Gospel
around the world. There is no better an
time than right now to invest in the et
Harvest! You can mail your gift to the
address below or scan this QR code.
All gifts are tax-deductible in the USA.
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